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5c – Margaret L’Anson Petition -  Beechfield Gardens / Rotten Row 

Received 28 November 2017

Petition of 28 signatures – submitted by Margaret L’Anson - 
Endorsed by Cllr David Barton

(For data protection purposes this petition has not been published, but a copy of the 
petition is retained by Committee Clerk for perusal if required).

“We the undersigned believe the improvement proposals at Rotten Row, Birkdale, 
Southport would be beneficial for the local community. Namely on the grounds of 
health and safety; a better local aesthetic for the surrounding environment and 
greater health and well-being benefits to be derived for people of all ages.

In no particular order, these include: the structural integrity of the stone staircases; 
the more regular grass cutting of the grass embankments, the smoothening of a 
noticeable dip situated along the carriageway for motorists and the entry/exit of 
Victoria Park once again to the general public throughout the year”

Comments from petitioners listed below: 
 As a long- term resident of Beechfield Gardens and a grandmother of x 

children I have seen first-hand the perils of the present accessibility system 
here which comprises of a series of narrow steps which have seen multiple of 
my neighbours trip and fall in a hazard fashion so on previous occasions. 
Having consulted at length with Councillor David Barton as to the need for this 
matter to be rectified and as soon as possible I would therefore be grateful  on 
behalf of my community here if the Council would consider a future scheme to 
make this area a safer one for my family and those of my neighbours."

 “We strongly support the above proposals.  As regular users of the stone 
staircase from Beechfield Gardens to Rotten Row and for safety reasons 
alone, there should be a handrail.  In the four years we have lived in 
Beechfield Gardens, this staircase has never been cleared of weeds!”

 “This is a very positive proposal and has our full support”. 
 “Hopefully this work will make it safer to come down steps for an elderly 

person”.
 “As an older resident it would be marvellous to get onto Rotten Row again, if 

only to sit and look at the flowers”.



 “We support the proposals for safety reasons and to improve the appearance 
of a landmark area of Southport.”

 “I support the improvements”.
 “I support the repairs for immediate action”.
 “Repair of the steps leading down to Rotten Row and the grass-cutting.  A 

handrail alongside the stops is a necessity for all who use the steps”.
 “Considering the rates we pay these steps leading down to Rotten Row 

should be serviced and maintained regularly”.
 “Totally support the proposal as it’s long overdue.  Railing should without 

question be fitted to stepped areas”.
 “Support”.
 “I support these proposals”.
 “The stone staircase to Rotten Row is an essential access parth to 

apartments in Beechfield Gardens.  In case of fire it provides an alternative 
means of escape if Beechfield Gardens exit is blocked by emergency 
vehicles. It will also provide access for fire and rescue services from the 
Rotten Row direction. Opening the two gates on Rotten Row to Victoria Park 
would be useful for many.  The gates which are open are not convenient for 
those travelling to the park on foot”.

 I expect the dip will be fixed in due course.  I would support all the proposals, 
but given current Council funding, don’t really expect the improvements to go 
ahead.  It would increase security costs to open the gate.  I don’t think the 
Flower Show Company woujld do this.  The gate at Ho Lee Chow is not far 
away.  They stopped cutting the verge manually in 2011/12 for health safety 
reasons and probably don’t have equipment to do it mechanically.  I can’t see 
Sefton paying for new stairs for the reside3nts of Beechfield Gardens, 
however, they may choose to close them as there is no handrail”.

 “The stone staircases are extre3mely dangerous and in poior condition with 
serval broken.  It can only be a matter of time before someone is injured using 
the staircases.  The grass on the embankments has never been cut in the 
time I have lived at this address and severely detracts from the beauty of 
Rotten Row.  I fail to see why the gate entrance to Victoria Park from Rotten 
Row should remain locked.  There is no cost involved in opening this 
entrance.  It also seems ridiculous that an entrance to the park which leads 
directly to one of the main pathways across the park remains closed”.

 “Essential requirement and should be proceeded without delay”.
 “For my part I see so many people using these stops, they are in constant use 

and to me appear to be very dangerous.  My neighbours are mostly elderly 
and using these steps in present condition without a hand rail is a very risky 
process for them  I fully support the above and hope for an immediate 
response”.

 “No maintaining and servicing to the steps down to Rotten Row and not 
cutting the grass regularly is degrading the beauty of the area and is an insult 



to the residents who pay such high Council Tax.  Before another tragic 
accident happens, these areas need improvements immediately”.

 “We are in agreement with the proposals.  The steps are extremely dangerous 
as they are at present.  A rail is a necessary improvement making the stops 
far more accessible to older tenants of Beechfield Gardens, especially so 
within a time of the need of an emergency exit”.

 “For some of us whose balance is not what it used to be, we just cannot use 
the stone stops.  So a handrail would be an excellent improvement.  The 
number of flats on this property are in the high band of Council Tax that each 
one pays (and all the surrounding flats), it’s puzzling just where this money is 
being spent.  Years ago there would be one house on the property now 
housing numerous flats and Southport was so beautiful then”.

 “A ramp for wheelchair access would be most welcome and provide greater 
access to Victoria Park and Rotten Row and the supermarket.  It would be a 
godsend to us in our 80’s”.

 “Beechfield Gardens has 48 flats, high Council Tax band, what can we see for 
our money? Nothing!.  Improving the steps with a rail or a ramp would be 
most helpful for all the residents of these gardens.  This is urgent.

 “I support the above proposals”.


